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gr 


STATINTL 


31 August i960 


Reply to your Note Regarding Gordon H» Scherer 


X X **”!? iRW »«0ated this with the Air Force and find that 
Mrs. Golden telap-ophed the Secretary of State along the sasse lines. 
She has been carrying on corresp®dsiice with the Air Force for quite 
*am time on the general subject *f UFO’s. (Attached is their 
reply to Mrs. Golden. ) The State Department referred the telegram 
to the Air Farce who. In turn, answered Mrs. Golden to the effect 
tnat the U.S. Haval Attache evaluation indicates that the picture 
was false. The photo was taken by a free lance photographer noted 
ior his trick photography, it was not, as Mrs. Golden states, 
developed In the presence of anyone. 

4 1 f° believe m aho^d concern ourselves with questions 

in Mrs. Golden s letter that do last concern CIAj therefore, we have 
covered only those questions. The Air Force is responsible and is 
doing a very good Job of public inf conation in this field and it has 
wen our past procedure to refer all witters to than when it does not 
isipLicste CIA. 

3 * I think ©nr Naval attache’s final consent on the whole affair 

it .-w. Very W8U! nit 1# **• rting officer’s private opinion 
that a flying saucer sighting would be unlikely at the very barren 
island of Trlndade, as everyone knows Martians are extremely comfort 
loving creatures. 


h. Attached is a draft reply for 
request. 


Scherer per your 



STATINTL 


DIA and NAVY review(s) completed. 

v\ 
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STATINTL 


31 August i 960 


Reply to your Rote Regarding Gordon H. Scherer 


1. We have investigated this with the Air Farce and find that 
Mrs. Golden telegraphed the Secretary of State along the same lines. 
She has been carrying on correspondence with the Air Force for quite 
sene tine on the general subject of UFO's. (Attached is their 
reply to Mrs. Golden.) The State Department referred the telegram 
to the Air Force who, in turn, answered Mrs. Golden to the effect 
that the U.S. Naval Attache evaluation indicates that the picture 
was false. The photo was taken by a free lance photographer noted 
for his trick photography. It was not, as Mrs. Golden states, 
developed in the presence of anyone. 

2. I do not believe we should concern ourselves with questions 
in Mrs. Golden's letter that do not concern CIA; therefore, we have 
covered only those questions. The Air Force is responsible and is 
doing a very good job of public information in this field and it has 

P®** procedure to refer all matters to them when it does not 
implicate CIA. 

3* I think our Naval attache's final comment on the whole affair 
suns it up very well? "It is -fee reporting officer's private opinion 
that a flying saucer sighting would be unlikely at the very barren 
island of Trindade, as everyone knows Martians are extremely comfort 
loving creatures." 

4. Attached is a draft reply for Congressman Scherer per your 


STATINTL 
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29 August i960 


Dear Mrs. Golden: 

Your telegran of 16 August i960, addressed to the Secretary 
of 8tate, concerning a Brasilian UFO picture has been referred to 
this Office. 

For your information, the U. 8. Mary evaluated this picture 
sa a hoax and official records indicate this was trick photography, 
lo witnesses were present while the photographer developed the 
negatives , 


Sincerely, 


UHfBftCS J. TACJQDt 
Lt. Colonel, U0AF 
Public Inf onset to® Division 
Office of Znforsntion 


Mrs. Catherine Carter Golden 


Coeeback 01 -3d 
Readar 01-1 
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INFORMATION REPORT 

OFFICE OF NAVAL INTELLIGENCE 


DATE Of- INFORMATION 

21-27 Feb 1958 


opnav form aaao-z <rev b- 


Naval Attache, Rio ds | Janeiro 


fr 1 nw4 an A _ 

vOIlvaC v 

Press 


j 59-58 
irarcrigsB 

| |VA^IATION REQUEST NO 


PRAZTL - Navy - Flying Saucer Photographed from ALMIRANTF, SALPANHA 

BRIhf f JR ULI'dRTB OF HORt THAN ONE PAGE. ENTER LA lEFUL SUMMARY J IF X Q 9^00 

Sncl: (1) Set of h Brazilian Navy photographs of subject 

1. Announcement ■ On 21 February 1958, two of the leading newspapers 
in Rio '-'e Janeiro printed photographs showing alleged flying saucer 
photographed from Brazilian naval ship, ALMIRAWTE SALDAHHA, at approxi- 
mately midday on 16 January 1958 while the ship was anchored off Trindade 
Island some oOO miles east of Rio c’e Janeiro, The ship at the time was 
engaged in research as part of Brazilian Havy participation in the Inter- 
national Geophysical Year, 

2. Photographer - The phgtographs themselves were taken by a free lance 
^ photographer, Almiro Barauna, using his Rolleiflex camera set at speed 

125 5 lens opening 8 , and were developed in a laboratory in ALMIRANTF 
’ALDAPHA, "his gentleman has a long history of photographic trickshots 
and is well known for such items as false pictures of treasure on the 
oc^ar floor. Another time he prepared a purposely humorous article, 
rubiisned in a magazine, entitled "A Flying Saucer Runted M e at Home", 
using trick photography, Barauna, after the release of his latest 
"flying -aucer" photographs, told the press that the Navy secret service 
had interrogated him for four hours concerning his photos. "The negatives 
were projected in large size on a screen. If there was any trick, the 
gig" Pic projection would have revealed it. After questioning by officers 
of t ’ F.stado-Maior, the Chief of the Secret Service, the senior officer 
pr=r, i:-.t said to me, 'I dm going to ask you a few questions. Bon't be 

CfflDKA PHOTOS HI OH BOB. 1322103 THRU 1 322111. 

1M > REPOR T CONTAI- . UNPROCESSED INFORMATION. PLANS ANC OR POLICIES SHOULD NOT BE EVOLVED OR MCCiF.tO MLElY ON THE PAS'S OF THIS REPORT. 
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nforwation report 


I 1 1 . TJ.S. Naval Attach*, Blo| 39-58 


11 March 1958 


offended because I don't doubt authenticity ofyour photos 
to hear from you. If you |°^ g c ^Ste. I^S » able pHbto- 

grapher* specialized i/trick photography -but not one would withstand 
close and accurate examination." 

3- Brazilian Navy Stffid- f^the^azilian Navy P refuied P to make any 

flylngsaucer^ere^pubTTclzedjtheBrailia J n ^ aent> However, proofs 

official statement confirming or denying t i her armed forces and to 
from the original negRtlw 1 irere , a ° a t#d the complete story. 

E’s Sssm^-.w *“ “ 

"With reference to the £££«™in* the appearance of a strange 

is opposed to dl Y u ^ g9 T t ,® ^ ^M^^biUet declares that such information 
object over Trlndade Island, £ h is Cabinet declares^ ^ relea - e of 

has no basis. This Ministry ha taken by Mr. Almiro Barauna, who 

photographs of the referred t0 the Navy, and In the presence 

was at Trlndade Island at the itwtpaWTE SAIDAKHA from Whose deck the 

^hfL^tToS^ 

U. sta tements of SftT.hft NHA Pe r so n pe^- 22 ), P the° 8 

of thTflying saucer were pubilslied In the press l ln connection 

A1 MIR ANTE SALDANHA departed Mo continue it at San tos 

with the IGYo Two days later .however , tnesnip chance that 

(February Zk) for Wg» “*gj^ 3 0 mcers and men aboard, 

newspapermen had an opportunity this tine in nek connection 

?he Assistant Naval Attache was inSantosat 0 f 10Ma«h> and 

With the visit of ^SLd “e eSmSding officer , Capitao-de- 

had an opportunity to v l s ^ ®^ a ^ danh “ da Gama, had not seen the 
Mar -e -Guerra (CAPT) J°a® She ei^utiv# officer also had not seen it 

object and was noncommittal. The formed the opinion that those on 

but, arriving shortly thereaf , rted that his secretary, a ICBR, 

cussed the flying saucer ** d *^ w#d ° r g 

but again, did .not commit himself. MWlEmil 


raiNTiM o»r*c«i 






.it, 

U„S. Naval Attache , Rlol 39-58 


11 March 1958 


% Public itv. The press reports after the publication of the photo-^ 

graphs covered a great Seal of newspaper spec 3 for about a week, tending 
to prove or disprove the authenticity of Barauna's photographs. DIARIO 
CARICCA reported that personnel of SALDANHA were under rigid °I^ e r s _ 0 ^ 
silence o 0 GLOBO published a story with photographs by photographer, 
Jean Manzon, of flying saucers (china) taken at Cabo Frio,, 

Federal Deputy Sergio Magalhaes sent a note to the Navy Ministry 
on ?7 February protesting the Navy's failure to secure sworn statements 
o? witnesses , 7 "For the first time in flying saucer ^story, the 
phenomenon was attended by large numbers of P 013 ?™ ™ a 

military force which give these latest photographs an official stamp. 
Threats to national security require greater official attention and 
ctlon." said the Deputy, In the middle of all the publicity, other , 
"flying saucer" sighting reports came out including a naval officer who 
sawa flying saucer a ninth before sighting from SALDANHA off the coast 
of B 3 p i " ito g Sant o o CO and crew of AT A TDIDENTE saw flying saucer 
several days before SALDANHA sighting but kept information secret. 
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REPORT NO. 

DATE 

U.S. Naval Attache, Rio 

39-58 

11 March 1958 


Preparing Officer's Cosmients ? 

1. Most flying saucer stories are not worth misting much tine or 
effort, but this story apparently substantiated by official Navy 
photographs taken In the presence of large number of Hary personnel 
under closely controlled and almost ideal circumstances should have 
absolutely proved the existence of an unidentified flylpg object. 
tJhfortunately, further investigation provided only frustration at every 
turning. A number of Brazilian Nary officers profess to believe the 
story implicitly but whether they have more information than we is 
unknown. 

2. There appear to be only two explanations for this peculiar incidents 

(a) Some overwhleming power has told the Brazilian Navy not to 
officially verify this incident {which they should easily be able to do, 
if it occurred) nor to deny it (which they should easily be able to do, 
if it is a fake). T personally do not believe that anyone has told the 
Brazilian Navy to keep quiet about it because there has been no hint of 
such suppression in either Brazilian or U.S. circles j and also because 

I doubt their control of the individual officers and men is good enough **' 
to hold the line. 

(b) The whole thing is a fake publicity stunt put on by e erooked 
photographer and the Brazilian Navy fell for it. This seems like the 
most likely considering Brazilian's love for sensationalism end gossip, 
their well known propensity for never letting the truth stand in the way 
of a good story, and general bureaucratic inefficiency. ’ 

3. In addition, the photographs furnished by the Brazilian Navy are 
unconvincing. Details of the land are extremely sharp but the disc 
is hazy and has little contrast and shows no shadow effect. It also 
appears that the object was inverted in photograph 2 compared to 1 and 
3„ Also the papers have mentioned extremely high velocities end there 
appears to be no lateral blurring as would occur with any reasonable 
shutter speed. 

ho It is the reporting officer's private opinion that a flying saucer 
sighting would be unlikely at the very barren island of Trindade, as 
everyone knows Martians are extremely comfort loving creatures. 


Prepare*! and forwarded t 

■//ft ■ > 

M. SUNDERLAND 
CAPT, USN 


UNCU&SIPT&i 
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